
The Heart of Christmas 
 

 The deepest meaning of Christmas is not found in the external features of the 

Christmas story – as important as these might be. Rather the heart of Christmas’ 

meaning is found in these words from the Gospel of John: “In the beginning was the 

Word…And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth” (1:1, 14). Or as the letter 

to the Hebrews puts it, Jesus is “the reflection of God’s glory” (Hebrews 1:3). 

 But what is the glory of God? The word “glory” signifies that which shows the 

distinctive character of something. Glory is the importance and value that is found in 

a person or thing. The glory of God is, as one Christian thinker said, “his power at 

the service of his love.” Jesus reflected the very nature of God in a way qualitatively 

different from anything possible to us. We look to him as the distinctive revelation of 

God. This was shown in several ways. 

 First, unlike the great religious teachers of the world, Jesus didn’t just teach 

about God but identified himself with God as no prophet had done. The prophets 

would call people to repent and turn to God but Jesus was so bold as to say, “Follow 

me!” Who but one who deeply reflects the glory of God could say, “Come unto me, 

all you who labor and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28) Who but one who is the 

very nature of God could say, “He who loses his life for my sake shall find it” 

(Matthew 10:39)?  

 Second, Jesus reflected the glory of God through the perfection of his love. 

While great saints often speak humbly of their own sinfulness, Jesus never made 

such a confession. His entire being was focused on the will of God, which he 

accepted as his own will. He taught others to pray for forgiveness but he said no 

such prayer himself because in everything he reflected the glory of God. 

 Third, Jesus did something only God had a right to do - he forgave sins. A sin 

is not simply a moral failing. It is an offense against God. The Jewish leaders in Jesus 

time clearly knew this fact. That is why they were so outraged when they heard 

Jesus speak words of forgiveness, as he did to the paralyzed man in Luke chapter 5. 

“Who can forgive but God alone?” they cried. They knew that the answer was, “No 

one.” Yet Jesus didn’t hesitate to take the role of God by forgiving others. Jesus did 

what no man, however excellent, has a right to do. Why? Because he reflects the 

glory of God. 

 The shepherds in the field, the singing angels, Mary’s ride on the donkey to 

Bethlehem, the barn and manger are all wonderful. But behind these things and 

more significant than them all is the glory of God in Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

That is the meaning of Christmas. 


