
SOME NOTES ON THE “NONES” 
 Perhaps you’ve been hearing about the “nones.” Not nuns, as in the “Nuns on 

the Bus,” who have been traveling around in support of economic justice. As much as 

I admire them, that’s not what I mean. Rather, I mean the “nones,” as in “none of the 

above.” The number of people who mark “none” for their choice of religion is growing. 

 A Gallup Poll released earlier in January found that in the U.S. nearly 18% of 

the adult population now claims no religion. For those under thirty nearly 30% are 

among the “nones.” The “nones” are not usually atheists or agnostics. They simply 

have no specific religious identification. Many of them fall into the “spiritual but not 

religious” category. 

 Some of these people were never involved in a religion. Others were at some 

time in the past but left because of being wounded in some fashion, having been 

battered by judgmentalism, insensitivity or exclusion. Still others found themselves at 

odds with religious beliefs they could no longer intellectually accept. 

 Is there some way we can connect with the “nones”? There is no one answer to 

that question. Some of them would resent any attempt to reach out to them. They are 

content to be religionless. Others might be more receptive if they could find Christians 

and churches that aren’t like the ones that turned them into “nones” in the first place. 

 I could be off, but here are some of the things I think it could take to connect 

with the “none” and perhaps some other people as well. 

 1) Keep Jesus first. Not doctrine first. Not ritual first. Not tradition first. But 

Jesus as his life and teachings are presented in the Gospels. Very few people reject 

the church because they don’t like Jesus. It’s Christians who aren’t very much like him 

that they can’t stand. 

 2) Love first; ask questions later. Okay, this is closely related to the previous 

point. Our first impulse should be to accept people wherever they come from as they 

are and not expect them to first fit some constricted definition of acceptability. 

Judgmentalism needs to be on the back burner…far back. 

 3) Welcome questioners and questions, and doubters and doubts without fear. 

We can have convictions without expecting others – whether they are “nones” or not – 

to compliantly conform. People will believe only what they are capable of believing. 

Perhaps they can be persuaded in time. But we should not try to force beliefs or get 

people to stifle their questions. Rather we need to encourage them to be honest and 

welcome them without condemnation. 

 Like I said, there is no one answer. But I think being genuine followers of Jesus 

will go a long way toward showing real care for the “nones.” What do you think? 


