
LENTEN ENLIGHTENMENT 

We are in the Lenten season which 
started on Ash Wednesday. The word “lent” 
simply means “spring,” though this year lent 
actually started during the winter. It is a time of 

spiritual preparation before Easter. Traditionally, 
Lent has been a time of the final readying of 
candidates for baptism. But it is also a time for 
inward growth and preparation for all Christians. 

This season has been characterized by such acts 
as fasting, prayer, self-examination, and the 
confession of sin. 

 Lent doesn't have a good 
reputation among many Protestants; at least it 
hasn’t for most of the time since the 
Reformation. In the quest for “biblical purity,” 

some among religious reformers – such as the 
Puritans – rejected special religious days and 
seasons. In certain circles Lent was ridiculed as 

a glum and depressing practice in which all joy 
of life was rejected. 

 In more recent decades, Protestant 
churches have recognized a rightful place for 

Lent. In a self-indulgent time such as our own, 

we need it as a corrective. It can help us 
recapture the value of sacrifice and self-control. 

In a time when rationalizations and self-
justifications mask every form of evil, it is 
helpful to have a period of confession. This 
doesn't have to be a joyless time. To the 

contrary, the practices of Lent help enlighten us 
about who we are as creatures of God and who 
God is for us. This brings us joy and delight. 

 During Lent, we look to the days of 

Jesus’ life that led up to the crucifixion. We 
focus upon the great gift of sacrificial love which 
God showed for us in Christ. We face again the 

truth of our own need while at the same time 
recognizing the abundance of divine eternal 
love. To some extent, the spirit of Lent should 
be with us all year long. But during this special 

period we should remember that the aim of Lent 
is to deepen our receptivity to God so we can be 
ready to celebrate the joy of Easter. 

 Grace and Peace, 

Craig  

March 2015 

"… love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, 

and with all your mind; and [love] your neighbor as yourself." Luke 10:27 

 

Jesus said, “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world 
You will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33 
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 As you travel this Lenten Journey this year, 
we invite you to pray and study with your brothers 

and sisters in Christ. There are a number of prayer 
and devotion resources available outside the 
church office. There is also a study group meeting 

on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 to discuss the 
book “Walking the Way” 

BAPTISM CLASS 
 Are you ready to take another step of faith? 
Have you been considering baptism? A class for 
youth who want to be baptized will begin after the 

second service on Sunday, March 1st. It will be 
held in Pastor Craig’s office. Questions? Please call 
the church office at 954.753.2383. 

 



PRESCHOOL NEWS 
There was a lot of love going around the 

preschool during the month of February. We celebrated 
with many extra hugs, decorating cards, lessons on love 
and kindness, giving Valentines to our friends and 

teachers, and class parties. The children have enjoyed 
teddy bear picnics and parades as the month comes to a 
close. We have all been practicing our bike-riding for the 
upcoming Trike-a-Thon for St. Jude Children’s Hospital. 

The preschool garden is generating excitement as we see 
our vegetables beginning to grow. 

Our two year olds will begin the month of March 
learning about life on the farm, and we will have some 
visiting farm animals for them to feed, hold, and enjoy 
on March 4th. 

Registration for VPK, school year 2015/2016, is 
underway and preschool registration for our two’s and 

three’s begins on March 2nd. Please pick up information 
for your children at the preschool office. Space is limited 
so register early! 

 

 

MARCH PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
2 Registration for School Year 2015/2016 

3 & 4 Preschool Sharing with Pastor Craig 

4 Farm Animals Visit 

8 Daylight Saving Time Begins 

  Spring Forward 

13 Books for Bingo, 6:00 – 7:30 PM 

  Register at the Preschool Office 

17&18 Preschool Sharing with Ms. Alice 

18 Preschool Staff Meeting, 6:00 PM 

20 Planning Day – Preschool Closed 

  Full-Time Care Open 

23–27 Spring Break – Preschool Closed 

  Full-Time Care Open   

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

2nd  Ruby Espiritu 

3rd Billy Thurlow 

5th Vickie Parsley 

6th Michael Steele 

 Tommy Veliyathil 

8th Rose Diamond 

9th Bill Vasquez 

10th Allen Pena II 

13th Alyssa Sikora 

16th Victoria Angle 

18th Alice Wead 

21st Samantha Lagogiannis 

25th Eric Williams 

27th Darlene Ramos 

28th Gabriel Watts 

30th June Bookal 

 Michelle McDonald 

 

 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

1st Craig & Cindi Watts 
 

[We apologize if your name is not on the list. Please 
call the office to update your information!] 

 

 

CWF 

[CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP] 

Monday, March 9, 2015 

7:00 pm 

After dinner we’ll have a discussion 

about LUCK versus Intervention by GOD. 
Sharing is welcome! Please call Vickie 
(954.592.1290) if you can bring rolls, 

drinks, salad or dessert. 

HOMELESS OUTREACH 

IN FT. LAUDERDALE 
 Thanks to the February team, over 

86 people were fed on Sunday, February 
1st. Another team is heading down on 
Sunday, March 1st, with a goal of feeding 

over 100. 

 If you’re interested in participating 
in this “once a month ministry”, contact 

Josh Loomis  @ jloomis@nova.edu. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
AMBER RODERICK has been worshiping at 

RPCC for several years, and she finally decided to 
place official membership in January. Her mother, 

Michelle Weddle, and her aunt, Cheryl Zahn, are 
already members. Amber has two children – 
Christopher (9) and Alysa (7). Amber likes the 

"family feeling" and the "personal touch" of the 
church as opposed to being in an impersonal 
crowd. 

WILLIAM “PETE” ABRAMS, a life-long disciple, 
also joined the church in January. He first joined a 

Disciples church in Kentucky when he was 9 years 
old. He has been in other churches including 
Tropical Sands Christian Church in Palm Beach 
Gardens where he was an Elder. He appreciates 

the friendliness of RPCC and feels totally at home. 

TINA MONTGOMERY has an evangelical 
background and worshipped at Calvary Chapel for 
years before finding RPCC a year ago. Tina likes a 

"lot about the church – such as its outreach 
programs, bible study, the friendly people, and 
the presence of the Lord." She lives with her 
husband, NATHAN MONTGOMERY, who also placed 

membership a week later. He visited a few 
other churches before joining RPCC where he 
finds the community to be intimate and friendly. A 
former Catholic, Nathan feels at home at RPCC. 

He works as a printer and Sundays are often 
workdays, but when he can, he loves to worship 
here. Tina sells Mary Kay cosmetics. They have 

three grown children – two sons and a daughter – 
and four grandchildren. 

JENNIFER LIANG, who joined on February 
8th, has been a resident of Coral Springs for more 
than two decades. Her son Kevin attended our 

preschool about 15 years ago. She started 
worshiping at RPCC a year ago. Jennifer says she 
loves the welcoming nature of the church and 
mentioned Sybil as a main reason to join. (Thank 

you Sybil for your faithful witness.) Jennifer was 
born and raised in Taiwan. She immigrated to US 
in the 70s, attended UF, became a pharmacist and 

later became a doctor. She has been a Pediatri-
cian in Coral Springs for over 20 years. The fact 
that some of the children at our church used to be 
her patients make her love the church even more. 

 RPCC extends an embracing welcome to 

Amber, William, Tina, Nathan and Jennifer. We 
are glad you are part of our family! 

♪ A MUSICAL NOTE 

FROM MIKE BURKE ♪ 

 Musical notation makes my eyes cross, and 

yet I sing in the church choir. I say this to encour-
age some of you who have thought about joining 
the choir, at least trying it out, but have felt 
intimidated by the skills that people often bring to 

music. Some of our choir members do sight read 
music, and that always impresses me. A decade 
ago, had I been asked to meet that standard, I 
never would have joined the choir. Even today, I 

learn much less from squiggles on a staff than I 
do singing along at Tuesday evening rehearsals 
and listening to the digital sound files that are 

provided. 

 We are blessed with a director and some 
sight readers to guide us in the fine points. 

Recruiting a few men to fill out the lower register 
would add a blessing. (I could stop singing so 
loudly). Our greatest blessing, of course, is to 

gather in friendship and dedicate a shared love of 
music to the celebration of Christ. If you’ve 
thought about joining the choir, please step on up 
and give it a try. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELP PLANT A SEED!!! 

Royal Palm Christian Education is in need 
of teachers and other volunteers. Our children 

need your talents, your knowledge, your wisdom, 
and your experience. All these things will be 
planted into our children and will bear fruit that 
will glorify GOD. 

A Christian Education representative will be 
available during the month of March between the 

8:30 and 10:45 am services and after the 10:45 
am service to answer any questions you may 
have. Or you can leave your contact information 
in the church office, and it will be forwarded to 

me. I thank you for your consideration.   

Tarik Williams 

Tswilli97@gmail.com 

754-484-7805   



OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

FELLOWSHIP, MINISTRY 

AND MISSION WORK! 

Hi everyone, 

First of all, thank you 
helping to support the 
Water of Life program and 

Compassion International. 
Your registration fees, 
donations, and fundraising 

efforts are helping to 
rescue children from 
poverty and save lives in 
impoverished communities 

all over the world. 

 Event info for 
Saturday, March 7th: the 

park opens at 8am and 

the 5K starts at 9am. 

Please arrive by 8:30am at the latest to ensure 
you can check in and get your bib in plenty of 
time. We will have free Chick-fil-A breakfast 

sandwiches, coffee, and juice available starting at 
8am (and fruit/Gatorade/water after the run).  

 The registration and fundraising sites will 
remain open until the evening of Friday, March 
6th, so if there are friends still considering 

donating or registering, please let them 

know there is still time (and t-shirts are still 

available in all sizes). Every dollar we raise 
makes a huge difference, so feel free to share the 

website (www.runforcompassionsfl.com) or the 
Facebook event page (https://www.facebook.com/
events/359572107558136/). People will be able to 
register/donate the morning of the event at the 

park. 

 The park has an entrance fee of $4 per 
person or $6 per vehicle (up to 6 people) which is 
good for the entire day, so you are welcome to 
bring your beach gear and make a day of it. Once 

getting through the front gate, drive a short 
distance until arriving at the first large parking lot 
on the right side. You will see a sign for the 

"Manatee pavilion" and a large Compassion flag 
banner. After parking, follow the path (and 
volunteer directions) towards the pavilion. 

 Directions to John U Lloyd Beach State Park 
can be found on our website at http://

www.runforcompassionsfl.com/Race-
information.html. 

 I look forward to seeing all of you out there 
on March 7th! 

God bless, 

Josh Loomis 

Wednesday Evenings 

7:00 pm 





The following worship opportunities will be available for you at 

Royal Palm Christian Church during... 

Palm SundayPalm SundayPalm SundayPalm Sunday    

March 29th at 8:30 and 10:45 am 

 

Maundy ThursdayMaundy ThursdayMaundy ThursdayMaundy Thursday    

April 2nd at 7:00 pm 

 

Good Friday Prayer VigilGood Friday Prayer VigilGood Friday Prayer VigilGood Friday Prayer Vigil    

April 3rd from Noon to 3:00 pm 

(come and pray for as long as you would like) 

 

Easter SundayEaster SundayEaster SundayEaster Sunday    

April 5th 

6:30 am in the Garden 

8:30 & 10:45 am in the Sanctuary 


