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“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful and
let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.” (Hebrews 10:23-24)

The Lenten Season

Before Easter certain words begin to be
used that may be unfamiliar to many people,
especially those not raised in church. One of
these words is Lent. No, not lint, the tiny fluffy
bits you brush from your clothing. Lent - the six
week period prior to Easter. It is a time of
preparation, reflection and prayer, and an
occasion for repentance and the renewal of one’s
faith. In centuries past, Lent was the last stage
of getting ready for baptism.

Some people “give up” things for Lent - a
favorite food or activity - as an expression of
devotion. This is a form of fasting. Others make
special contributions to charities or volunteer
their time to work in programs that serve those
who are disadvantaged in some way: reading to
the blind, working in a food bank, tutoring
children or any number of other activities. Lent
is also a time for prayerful study. All of these are
intended to ready the hearts and minds of
Christians for the celebration of Easter.

This forty day period recalling the forty
days Jesus spent in the wilderness praying and
fasting before he began his ministry recorded in
the Gospels - and excluding Sundays - begins
with  Ash Wednesday. Our annual Ash
Wednesday service offers quiet and reflective
time culminating with ashes being placed on
foreheads - or in some cases, the back of the
hand - which is symbolic of repentance and
mortality. Our ashes are from the burned palms
fronds used the previous Palm Sunday.

Palm Sunday takes place the week before
Easter and marks the beginning of Holy Week.
On Palm Sunday we celebrate Jesus’ entry into
Jerusalem, when he was greeted by a joyful
crowd. It is sometimes called Passion Sunday in
view of the suffering (passion) of Jesus on the
cross a few days after his arrival in Jerusalem.

On Palm Sunday we give palm fronds to all
worshipers, and the children process in at the
beginning of the service, waving their palm
fronds.

Another special day later that week is
Maundy Thursday. The word “Maundy” is derived
from a Latin word, “mandatum,” which is
translated, “commandment.” This is taken from
Jesus’ statement spoken the evening when he
was arrested, “I give you a new commandment
that you love one another as I have loved you”
(John 13:34). We remember the institution of
the Lord’s Supper as we share communion during
the Maundy Thursday service. Sometimes we
incorporate foot washing into the service,
because, according to the Gospel of John (13:1-
17), Jesus washed his disciples’ feet.

On Good Friday the crucifixion of Jesus is
remembered during a Prayer Vigil from 12:00
noon to 3:00 p.m. The Sanctuary will be opened
for anyone who would like to come pray and
meditate.

On Easter morning we have three worship
services here at Royal Palm Christian Church.
The first one is a 6:30 a.m. sunrise service held
in the garden area on the west side of the
church. We will also gather for worship at 8:30
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. There will be a delightful
Easter breakfast immediately after the sunrise
service. Breakfast will also be available after the
8:30 a.m. service. May God richly bless you as
we share this holy time together.

Grace and Peace,
Craig
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and judge the winner for yourself!
[Beverages will be provided.]



PRESCHOOL NEWS
FROM Ms. SUZANNE
Registration for Fall Preschool and VPK
opened on Monday, March 5. Please stop by
the Preschool Office for more information.

MARCH PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS

3/1 Animal Kingdom Farm Animals Visit
3/5 Fall Registration Opens
3/6 &7 Preschool Sharing with Pastor Craig

3/12 - 16 Spring Break - Preschool Closed
Full Time Care Open

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
2" Ruby Espiritu

3 William Thurlow S ™

5% Vickie Parsley 3 HQ Y

6"  Michael Steele B pp&
Tommy Veliyathil f

8"  Rose Diamond
Shaun Mclntyre
ot Bill Vasquez
13" Brian Buzzell
Alyssa Sikora
16"  Victoria Angle
18™  Alice Wead
21" Mark Aye
Samantha Lagogiannis
25" Chris Linn
Eric Williams
27" Darlene Ramos
28"  Merlene Lockhart
Gabriel Watts
30" June Bookal
Michelle Martin
31" Ilene Beverly

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES
1t Craig & Cindi Watts

[We apologize if your name is not on the list. Please call the
office to update your information!]

SUMMER Is

JusT AROUND THE CORNER
The Christian Church Conference
Center is looking for YOU!
Registration is now open for both
campers and adult counselors to
attend church camp this summer. Registration
materials, scholarship applications and
information about each week of camp is available
on the youth room door.

The deadline for scholarship
applications is March 25, so if financial help
is needed, please turn in the application
form as soon as possible.

If you would Ilike offering
envelopes, they are available in the
church office. Thank you for your
patience!

“NEVER NOT CALLED TO DISCIPLESHIP"
Senior Adult Retreat
April 17-19, 2012
Christian Church Conference Center

FINANCIAL UPDATE

I recently joined the finance committee, a
fine group of people on a mission here at home.
That is to steer the church out of its budget
deficit by the end of 2012. Fall Fiesta and other
fundraising events should advance that goal, but
those are only supplements. There is no
substitute for the impact of offerings from the
congregation. This early in the vyear, small
changes in our Sunday giving will compound over
time to make a big difference.

I know we all support the church. Some of us
hand in a pledge card for the year ahead. Some
of us make unpledged gifts of faith when the
plate is passed. We have different ways of
deciding how much to give. For my part, I make
a pledge that I am confident I can honor for 52
weeks. It seems to make sense at the time.
Then, as the year unfolds, I encounter good
weeks when I could do better. Perhaps you do,
too. If so, don’t be a creature of habit --- or of
the pledge card. When you can add to your gift,
please do so. Add that little something for good
measure. A lagniappe, if you will.

It's Louisiana French for a bonus, a gift of
appreciation. A merchant puts something extra in
the customer’s order, such as the 13th doughnut
in the baker’s dozen. I could say the extra
beignet in the bag, because the lagniappe is
identified with New Orleans. In fact, the custom
is practiced in many places where community is
the emphasis. That sounds a lot like Royal Palm
Christian Church. This community of faith lifts my
spirit and enriches my life. If you feel the same,
sweeten your offering whenever you can. Let
time compound that extra measure, or lagniappe,
a gracious thank-you magnified through the
grace of God.

Mike Burke

CHURCH WORK DAY
“Preparing for Holy Week”
Saturday, March 31t
9:00 am ~ Noon
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
March 1 2 3
6:30pm Gateway Food Pantry
(FH)
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8:00am Community Blood 6:30pm Al Anon Beginner's 9:30am Morning Bible Study 9:45am Preschool Sharing w/f 6:30pm Gateway Food Pantry 1:00pm Cub Scouts 10
Drive Meeting (FH) (CR) Craig (S) (FH) Commandment Hike
8:30am Worship (S) 7:00pm Elders' Meeting (CR) 9:45am Preschool Sharing w/ 7:00pm D-Unit Youth Meeting
9:40am Sunday School 7:30pm Al Anon (FH) Craig (S) (s)
10:45am Worship (S) 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (S) 7:00pm Evening Bible Study
12:30pm Baptism Class (CR) 7:00pm Into Action (AA) (CR)
12:30pm VBS Organizational Group (FH) 7:00pm Kidz Praiz (#7)
Meeting (#7) 7:00pm Liddle Kidz (#6)
1 12 13 14 15 16 17,
i Daylight Saving Time begins _ Preschool Spring Break i 6:00pm Chili Cook-Off (FH)
8:30am Worship (S) 6:30pm Al Anon Beginner's 9:30am Morning Bible Study 5:45pm Girl Scout Troop 6:30pm Gateway Food Pantry
9:40am Sunday School Meeting (FH) (CR) 10935 (FH) (FH)
10:45am Worship (S) 7:00pm Christian Women's 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (S) 7:00pm D-Unit Youth Meeting
12:30pm Baptism Class (CR) Fellowship (N} 7:00pm Into Action (AA) (s)
12:30pm Board Meeting (S) 7:30pm Al Anon (FH) Group (FH) 7:00pm Evening Bible Study
12:30pm Middle & High Scheol (CR)
Study 7:00pm Kidz Praiz (#7)
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
8:30am Worship (S) 6:30pm Al Anon Beginner's 9:30am Morning Bible Study 7:00pm D-Unit Youth Meeting | 6:30pm Gateway Food Pantry
9:40am Sunday School Meeting (FH) (CR) s) (FH)
10:45am Worship (S) 7:30pm Al Anon (FH) 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal {S) 7:00pm Evening Bible Study
12:30pm Baptism Class (CR) 7:00pm Into Action (AA) (CR)
12:30pm Middle & High Scheol Group (FH) 7:00pm Kidz Praiz (£7)
Study 7:00pm Liddle Kidz (#6)
5:00pm Wedding (Delray
Beach)
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
8:30am Worship (S) 6:30pm Al Anon Beginner's 9:30am Morning Bible Study 5:45pm Girl Scout Troop 6:30pm Gateway Food Pantry 9:00am Church Work Day
9:40am Sunday School Meeting (FH) (CR) 10935 (FH) (FH)

10:45am Worship (S)

12:30pm Finance Committee
Meeting (CR)

12:30pm Middle & High School
Study

12:30pm Parent's Info Meeting

7:00pm Christian Men's
Fellowship (Narthex)

7:30pm Al Anon (FH)

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (S)

7:00pm Into Action (AA)
Group (FH)

6:00pm Preschool Staff
Meeting (FH)
7:00pm D-Unit Youth Meeting
7:00pm Evening Bible Study
7:00pm Kidz Praiz (#7)
7:30pm Parent's Info Meeting




