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“Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life’.” (John 8:12)

VIEWS AND REVIEWS
LOVE YOUR ENEMIES... SORT OF?

I was looking online for some graphics about
love I could use for a project on which I'd been
working. I came across pictures of bumper
stickers and posters that contain the words of
Jesus, “Love Your Enemies.” I was struck with
the variety of ways the words were used. For the
most part a second sentence was added to
qualify, or even undercut, the intention of the
Lord. Some of these tried to clarify what Jesus
was saying. Most were meant to be humorous. A
few directly contradicted the aim of Jesus’ words.
All of them missed the mark in some way.

Here are a few examples: "“Love Your
Enemies...It Pisses Them Off” or “..It Makes
Them So Damn Mad” or “...Nothing Annoys Them
So Much.” No doubt these lines are supposed to
be funny. But in fact they diminish the love Jesus
called for by delighting in the negative response
some people might have when they are greeted
with unexpected love. Such statements infer that
the very aim of loving those at odds with us is to
strike a blow against them, albeit of an
unconventional sort. Yet the love that Jesus
advocated was not some sort of unconventional
blow but a blessing.

Jesus immediately used words like "“do
good,” “bless” and “pray for” when he told his
followers to love enemies (Luke 6:27-28). Sure,
it will undoubtedly astonish people when their
attacks are not met with the same. But the point
of this love is not to “mess with their minds” but
to touch their hearts. As we walk with Jesus we
are to enrich the lives of the people around us
with the love we have received from God. We
very well may “piss off” or "annoy” or make some
“so damn mad.” Certainly scripture teaches that
doing good to enemies “will heap burning coals
on their heads” (Romans 12:20). But we don't
love with such a response being either our aim or
desire.

Far worse is the bumper sticker that reads,
“Love Your Enemies...But Keep Your Gun Oiled.”
The meaning of that particular message seems to

be one of several related possibilities, none of
which have anything to do with following Jesus.
(1) “Love Your Enemies...Not Really!” (2) “Love
Your Enemies...But Only as a State of Mind, Not
Action.” (3) “Love Your Enemies...But Prepare to
Harm Them in Case They Threaten You.”
Whatever “love” means to those who designed
and display this bumper sticker, their definition
ignores the teachings and life of Jesus. Instead,
violence-trusting values are promoted.

The one variation that I found most
commendable says, “Love Your Enemies...I'm
Pretty Sure That Means Don’t Kill Them.” And I'm
pretty sure that it means at least that much.
Doing no harm is a decent start. But love is
certainly more. It is not just refraining from
deliberately causing injury or death. It is to will
and to work for the good of another. Love works
for right relations, wholeness and harmony.
Bridge-building, not wall-building, reconciliation,
not annihilation is the work of love (2 Corinthians
5:14-20). Love is kind and is not self-seeking
even when faced with an enemy (1 Corinthians
13: 4, 5).

All this starts with prayer. As our Lord
taught, we are to pray for those who abuse us
(Luke 6:28). Roman Catholic peace activist John
Dear recently offered these wise words: “In
prayer, we feel the infinite love of God and are
stirred to love ourselves and others, even our
enemies. We give God our inner violence and
resentments, our hurts and anger, our pain and
wounds, our bitterness and vengeance. We grant
clemency and forgiveness toward those who have
hurt us and move from anger, vengeance and
violence to compassion, mercy and nonviolence.”
In prayer the sense we have of God’s embrace is
renewed and we are moved to pass it on to all
others, whether they love us or not.

One bumper sticker that I didn’t see was one
that says, “Love Your Enemies...Though It Might
Get You Killed.” Such a message doesn't stroke
our naive idealism but it does reflect biblical
realism. Offering love to enemies doesn’t
guarantee a pleasing outcome. Jesus never



promised such love would “work” as a strategy to
win their friendship and create peace. While we
are to “live peaceable with all” (Romans 12:18),
such behavior might leave us more vulnerable to
those with harmful intentions. Nevertheless, this
is the way of Jesus: “Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example, so that you should
follow in his steps.... When he was abused, he did
not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not
threaten” (1 Peter 2:21, 23).

Bumper stickers won’t teach us what it
means to love enemies. That is the sort of lesson
we can learn only by paying attention to how
Jesus loved his own enemies, whether they were
personal enemies or enemies of his nation. There
was no covert viciousness or overt violence in his
love. He loved enemies with compassion, mercy
and truth...all the way to the cross. And from
there he said, “Father, forgive them” (Luke
23:34). Do we have the faith it takes to do the
same? Imagine how this kind of faith could
transform the world.

Grace and Peace,
Craig

PRESCHOOL NEWS
FROM Ms. SUZANNE

On Wednesday, March 13" the Cherokee
Farm animals visited our school. All of our
students had a chance to feed, brush, and pet
the animals. There was a llama, a calf, ducks,
goats and bunnies. Be sure to stop by the bulletin
board at the preschool entrance to see photos of
our children enjoying our farm animal friends.

Summer camp, fall preschool, VPK, and Full-
Time Care registrations are underway, and
spaces are filling. We encourage you to register
early to guarantee your child’s space. Ms. Margie
has a fun-packed summer planned for our
summer session. Stop by for more information.

APRIL PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS
4/2-3  Preschool Sharing with Ms. Alice
4/3 Graduation Photos
4/11-12 Trike-a-Thon to Benefit St. Jude
Children's Hospital

4/16-17 Preschool Sharing with Pastor Craig
4/26 Science Fair — 3 Year Old Classes

HELP NEEDED
‘ . It is such a blessing that we can
F€”0W5h|P meet after church and share
snacks and drinks. We need
people to help with this ministry.
Several of the committees have signed up to
sponsor a Sunday. Won't you consider sponsoring

one too? There is a sign-up sheet on the church
bulletin board waiting for your name!

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
4™ Wilbur Nembhard
Shelby Suelzner
5" Emma Winston
11" Donna Pruner
12" Ashley Ehlebracht
Olga Tocuyo
13"  Aida Arias-Thurlow
14" Yolene St, Germain
17" James Hyppolite
Patti Johnson
Scott Johnson
Robin Wooldridge
24" Emily Herman
27" Steven Bramley
Robert Rutkauskas
28"  Douglas Lucas
30" Reggie Ghann

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
7t Michael & Diane Wead
12" John & Donna Linn
13" Romeo & Ruby Espiritu
14" Jon & Sandy Alexander

[We apologize if your name is not on the list. Please call the
office to update your information!]

Parent Facilitator: Cindi Watts, M.S.
Community and Family Specialist

30+ year career with Early Education
Support Services including Quality

Parents!

A ation, Training, C ling
and Family Resources
RPCC Church & Preschool

Workshop

Positive Solutions for Families
Parent Discussion Group

A Great Opportunity for You

Learn how you are a key component in your child’s social,
emotional, and intellectual growth & Learn how to improve
your family relationships and communication skills

WHEN: Sunday after church

DATES: April 7, April 14, April 21, May 5

TIME: 12:15 p.m.— 2:30p.m.

> call Cindi at 954-695-7359
Lunch and Childcare Provided



“SALT AND LIGHT”

For the April selection we
will be watching "Little Town of
Bethlehem" beginning at 5:30
pm on Sunday the 14™. This
award-winning documentary
captures the story of three men
born into violence who risk everything to find a
path to peace through non-violent resistance.
Sami is a Palestinian Christian, Ahmad a
Palestinian Muslim, and Yonatan an Israeli Jew.
Inspired by Martin Luther King Jr. and Mahatma
Gandhi, each learned that peace is possible when
adversaries discover the humanity in one
another. This film offers a model for conflict
resolution that reaches far beyond the Holy Land.
Winner of several awards, it was written and
directed by award-winning director Jim
Hanon (End of the Spear, Beyond the Gates of
Splendor). A light meal will be provided. Come
and learn. Share in the fellowship and discussion
as we seek ways to be faithful in our often
conflicted times.

] GENERAL ASSEMBLY
l O[{l) Dates: Sat., July 13 through Wed.,
s July 17, 2013
TEACHUS 1O ocation: Orange Co. Convention
PR_A? Center, Orlando, Florida
Theme: "Lord, Teach Us to Pray"
Scriptural Basis: Luke 11:1-4 "He was praying
in a certain place, and after he had finished, one
of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to
pray, as John taught his disciples." He said to
them, 'When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be
your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each
day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for
we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial."" (NRSV)
Registration Opening Date: July 13, 2012
Early Registration Deadline: April 1, 2013
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I would like to thank everyone for their
thoughts, prayers, cards and support that was
shared, and is still being shared, for my family
and myself. God is Good all the time, and all the
time God is Good.

Coral

PI1G ROAST

At noon on Sunday, April 21st,
Christian Men’s  Fellowship
(CMF) will be dishing up good
eats at their Pig Roast.
Everyone is welcome! Come
and “pig out.”

SUMMER IS JUST AROUND
THE CORNER

The Christian  Church
Conference Center is looking
for YOU! Registration is now
open for both campers and adult
counselors to attend church
camp this summer.
Registration materials, scholarship opportunities and
information about each camp is on the youth room door.

.JOIN US AT <

CHURCH

You're invited to our

Preschool Teacher

Appreciation

Help us show our thankful appreciation for all the ways our
preschool teachers and staff support the ministry of our preschool

and full time care.

Where: Royal Palm Christian Church
When: Sunday, May 5th

Time: 10:45 Worship

RECOGNITION OF GRADUATING SENIORS

We will be recognizing the Graduating
Seniors on Sunday, June 2", We are aware of
the following High School Seniors: Allie Balducci;
Sarah Espiritu; Amanda Sikora; Sarah Simpson;
James Surgeoner; Brandon Tilghman; and
Tommy Veliyathil. If you are graduating, and
your name is not listed above, please contact the
church office and we will include you!
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
April 1 2 3 4 3 6
6:30pm Al Anon Beginner's 9:30am Morning Bible Study 9:45am Sharing with 6:30pm Gateway Food Pantry
Meeting (FH) (CR) Preschoolers (S) (FH)
7:00pm Elders' Meeting (CR) 9:45am Sharing with 7:00pm D-Unit Youth Meeting | 6:30pm Girl Scout Troop
7:30pm Al Anon (FH) Preschoolers (S) {S) #10343 (CR)
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (S) 7:00pm Kidz Praiz (K-5) (Rm.
7:00pm Into Action (AA) #7)
Group (FH)
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8:30am Worship (S) 6:30pm Al Anon Beginner's 9:30am Morning Bible Study 6:00pm Girl Scout Troop 6:30pm Gateway Food Pantry 5:00pm Wedding (N.
9:40am Sunday School Meeting (FH) (CR) #10935 (FH) (FH) Lauderdale)
10:45am Worship (S) 7:00pm Christian Women's 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (G) 7:00pm D-Unit Youth Meeting
12:15pm Preschool Parent Fellowship (N) 7:00pm Into Action (AA) (s)
Discussion Group 7:30pm Al Anon (FH) Group (FH) 7:00pm Kidz Praiz (K-5) (Rm.
(FH) #7)

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8:30am Worship (S) 6:30pm Al Anon Beginner's 9:30am Morning Bible Study 9:45am Sharing with 6:30pm Gateway Food Pantry
9:40am Sunday School Meeting (FH) (CR) Preschoolers (s) (FH)

10:45am Worship (S) 7:30pm Al Anon (FH) 9:45am Sharing with 7:00pm D-Unit Youth Meeting | 6:30pm Girl Scout Troop
12:15pm Preschool Parent Preschoolers (S) (s) #10343 (CR)
Discussion Group 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (S) 7:00pm Kidz Praiz (K-5) (Rm.
12:30pm Board Meeting (S) 7:00pm Into Action (AA) #7)
5:30pm Salt & Light Movie Group (FH)
Night (S)

21 2 23 24 25 % 27
8:30am Worship (S) 6:30pm Al Anon Beginner's 9:30am Morning Bible Study 7:00pm D-Unit Youth Meeting | 6:30pm Gateway Food Pantry 8:00am Life Line Screening
9:40am Sunday School Meeting (FH) (CR) (s) (FH) (FH)

10:45am Worship (S) 7:30pm Al Anon (FH) 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (S) 7:00pm Kidz Praiz (K-5) (Rm.
12:00pm Pig Roast (FH) 7:00pm Into Action (AA) #7)
12:15pm Preschool Parent Group (FH)
Discussion Group
(FH)
28 29 30

8:30am Worship (S)
9:40am Sunday School
10:45am Worship (S)

12:30pm Finance Committee
Meeting (CR)

6:30pm Al Anon Beginner's
Meeting (FH)

7:00pm Christian Men's
Fellowship (Narthex)

7:30pm Al Anon (FH)

9:30am Morning Bible Study
(CR)

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal (S)

7:00pm Into Action (AA)
Group (FH)




