
 

 

 

 

VIEWS & REVIEWS 
“Rightly Placed Passions” 

 Some years ago a tragedy occurred in the 

gym of a church in Kentucky. In the middle of a 
basketball game heated words were exchanged 
and one man hit another in the head, knocking 
him unconscious. He died shortly thereafter from 

the blow. Such unnecessary misery! And for 
what? A game. Or rather because of a passionate 
over-investment in an activity that should never 

be taken so seriously. The church league 
basketball game should not be treated as a 
matter of life and death. But because of 
misplaced passions the purpose of the game –

mere entertainment and exercise- got lost in a 
horrifying way.  
 The whole thing was particularly sad for a 
couple of reasons. First, it happened in a church 

facility. It is not supposed to be an arena for 
hostility and violence. Second, both the victim 
and the man who caused the injury were actually 

on the same team. We expect team members to 
cooperate and help one another achieve an 
agreed on goal. Team members do not seek one 
another’s harm. Something went profoundly awry 

during the game. Misplaced passion causes 
serious harm all over the world. Sadly, even in 
church, among people on the same “team,” 

misplaced passions lead to unfortunate results. 
Physical blows are rare. But wounding words are 
too common. Excessive emotional investment in 
matters of secondary importance sometimes 

lures Christians from the central purpose of the 
church, which is to love God and show love for 
neighbors in the way of the gospel. 
 The church is made up of diverse people 

who, with differing talents and temperaments, 
have been called to “be completely humble, 
gentle and patient, bearing one another in love” 

(Ephesians 4:2). We have been blessed by God 
so we can be instruments of healing, hope and 
joy. When our passions are in the right place, 
God is glorified, we build up one another and the 

world is served. That is what we have been called 
to be about at Royal Palm Christian Church. 

 Grace and Peace, 
Craig 

 

 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 
FROM MS. SUZANNE 

 Thank you, thank you, to all who helped 
make this year’s summer camp a fun and 
educational experience for all our little campers.  
Special thanks to our preschool alumni 

volunteers…Lydia Argumedo, Shelbye Fink, Emilie 
Hitchcock, Logan Maloney, and Alexandra and 
Gabriella Torres.  You are all very much loved by 

the staff and children!  Hope to see you all next 
summer. 
 There are still some openings available for 
the new school year.  Come on by for a tour and 

to register.   
 

AUGUST PRESCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

8/2  Last Day of Summer Camp 

8/14 VPK Staff Returns 
        Staff Meeting 6:00 PM 
8/15 Preschool Staff Returns 

8/16 VPK Orientation 10:30 
8/19 VPK Classes Begin 
  Preschool Orientation 
  2 yr. olds 10:00 – 10:45 

  3 yr. olds 10:45 – 11:30 
8/20 Preschool Classes Begin 
  3 Day VPK Classes Begin 

9/2  All Closed – Labor Day 
 

 

 

D-UNIT 
Saturday 

August 10 
6-8 pm 

$7.50 per plate 
 

 

Church  Chatter 
August 2013 

“Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life’.” (John 8:12) 



 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
1st  John Linn 

2nd Bethany Buzzell 
5th Joanna Chung 
10th Jordan Ehlebracht 

13th Tara Herman 
16th Ibi Charles 
17th Michael Balcucci 
21st June Levin 

26th Katja Suelzner 
27th Crystal Astorga 
29th Allie Balducci 
31st Dennis LeFever 

 
 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
1st  Kevin & Karyn O’Shea 
 
 [We apologize if your name is not on the list. Please call the 
office to update your information!] 
 
 

 
 At the January board/congregational meeting 
a proposal from the elders to become a Bread for 

the World covenant church received a positive 
vote. Bread for the World is a national Christian 
organization that focuses on issues related to 
hunger in the U.S. and abroad. By offering a 

collective Christian voice Bread for the World 
urges our nation's leaders to end hunger by 
every reasonable means possible.  It provides 

information that covers issues and legislation that 
affect hungry and poor people and encourages 
the advocacy of members. Bread for the World 
encourages members to send personal 

correspondence to Congress. Doing so sends a 
powerful message to our political leaders and 
helps us move closer to ending hunger. 
Involvement in Bread for the World compliments 

the service we do through out Gateway food 
pantry. Hunger is too big a problem to address it 
through private efforts alone. We want to help 

build the spiritually grounded commitment 
needed to overcome hunger and poverty. You will 
periodically get emails and other communications 
about important hunger issues being addressed 

in Washington. If you would like to learn more 
about Bread for the World, check out their 
website: http://www.bread.org/about-us/ 

VETERANS CLUB 
 With the primary purpose to support and 

honor the United States military services, 
perpetuate the honor and memory of those fallen 
and provide a social outlet for members and their 

companions, all local veterans are invited to start 
a club at Sartory Senior Center (10000 Ben 
Geiger Drive - within Mullins Park in Coral 
Springs). Dates and times will be determined 

among interested participants. For more 
information or to register, please e-mail Bill 
Vasquez at vasquezw@bellsouth.net 
 

 

Kidz Praiz 

Watch the Chatter 
for information on 

when this Elementary Youth 
Group will resume their weekly 

meetings. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

When  Sat, October 5, 8am – 12pm 

Where   RPCC 

What  Community Yard Sale 
   Crafts in Fellowship Hall 

   Pancake Breakfast (CMF) 
 
 
 

 
BIBLE STUDY IN SPANISH 

 RPCC has started a weekly Wednesday night 
Bible Study in Spanish for persons whose native 
tongue is Spanish. The group meets in the church 
conference room from 7:00 to 8:30 PM. Please 

contact Bill Vasquez at 954-309-3507 or 
vasquezw@bellsouth.net for more information. 



 

 

 
NEW ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

 Beginning in August the Sunday morning 

adult class will examine the mystifying book of 
Revelation. This portion of the Bible has been the 
center of much dispute and the source of some of 
the most strange and controversial doctrines 

taught by Christians in some quarters. It was 
written at a time of persecution to encourage and 
strengthen the early followers of Jesus. But it has 
become the focus of endless speculation about 

the end of the world and the second coming of 
Jesus. The images and symbols that fill the book 
of Revelation has stirred imaginations and 

confused minds. We will be looking at Revelation 
in its historical context and take an approach 
very different from popular TV preachers, 
believing that the events of the 1st century -

rather than in our time- are where we find the 
true meaning of the Book. Come, learn and grow. 
 

BLESSINGS 
 God is always at work, and blessings come in 
all shapes and sizes!  We would love to include 
some of your blessings in an upcoming Chatter. 

Please email your blessing to the church office at 
royalpalmchristianchurch@gmail.com. 
 

 
“God has shown you, o mortal, what is good and 
what does the lord require of you? To act justly 
and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your 

God.” Micah 6:8 (NIV) 
 
 

RPCC WEB PAGE 

 Have you looked at our web page recently? 
It’s https://www.royalpalmcchristianchurch.org. 
It has a lot of information, such as the By-Laws, 

all Church Chatters for 2012 and 2013, and an 
extensive collection of Craig’s Chatter articles. It 
has photographs of staff members, board 

members, committee chairs and elders. It has 
photograph albums of recent events, slide shows 
of upcoming events, and many links. See if you 
can find all the links on the home page! 

ARE YOU AN RPCC FOLLOWER? 
If you are on Facebook, have you "liked" our 

church page? An easy way to keep up with what 
is happening is to get Facebook posts from the 
church. In our hectic world, helpful reminders can 

keep you on top of things. If you don't want to 
miss anything, add Royal Palm Christian Church 
to your list of Facebook pages you follow. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, 

November 2nd 
3 ~ 7 pm 

No Entry Fee  
Live Music; Raffles; Bounce House; 

Silent Auction; Food & Fun 
50/50 Raffle 

($10.00 per 50/50 raffle ticket) 
[You need not be present to win 

Prize must be claimed by 12/31/2013] 
 

 

 
GATEWAY ITEMS NEEDED 

 Thank you to all who continue to support the 
food pantry through prayers and donations. We 
have a core list of items we try to provide our 

clients every week. Many of these items, such as 
toilet paper, are not available with food stamps. 
Donations of these items help our budgeted 
money to go further. Our list includes: toilet 

paper, bath soap, feminine pads, oatmeal (we 
usually divide the boxes), eggs, potatoes, 
bananas, apples or oranges, and carrots. We also 
use sandwich, quart, and gallon size plastic bags 

each week to package up bread and other 
donated items. Donations of any of these items 
would be greatly appreciated. They can be placed 

in the wagon outside the office. Thanks.


